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What are Non specified Food products? 

“Non-specified food” means any food other than proprietary food or food
ingredients, including additives, processing aids and enzymes for which
standards have not been specified in any regulation made under the Act.

………. as specified under Food Safety and Standards (Approval
for Non-Specified Food and Food Ingredients) Regulations, 2017
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Why this definition came?

• Definition came because of section 22

22. Genetically modified foods, organic foods, functional foods,
proprietary foods, etc. Save as otherwise provided under this Act
and regulations made thereunder, no person shall manufacture,
distribute, sell or import any novel food, genetically modified
articles of food, irradiated food, organic foods, foods for special
dietary uses, functional foods, nutraceuticals, health supplements,
proprietary foods and such other articles of food which the Central
Government may notify in this behalf.
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FSSAI is mandated under law to regulate/approve 
Proprietary and novel foods 
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Set of Advisories released to effectively regulate 
Proprietary food and Novel food 
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2016: New Proprietary food 
regulations notified and 
made operational

Food Safety and Standards (Food Product 
Standards and Food Additives ) Regulation 
2011 and /or Standards for food additives 
that have been operational through the 
notice of 23 December 2015
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Food Categorization as per FSSA

Food

Standard 
Food Proprietary Food

Speciality 
Food

FSDU FSMP Health Supplement Pro-Pre Biotic
Non - specified/ Novel 

Food

Approval Needed

Non Conventional
Syrup/Capsules/Tables

Central Licensing 
State 

Licensing 



Marico Information classification: Official

And then on 11th September 2017, the final regulations came 
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Scope of this regulation 
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Challenge 1: 
Scope of Non specified food regulations should be very 
clear

Non-Specified 
Food product 

Vs
Proprietary 

food 
Vs 

GM food Vs Nutraceuticals
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Challenge 2: 
Why for a single 

ingredient ( from 
different manufacturer) 

we need repetitive 
approvals 
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Challenge 3: 
A Transparent and an 
IT enabled system for 
approval process 
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Challenge 4: 
No specific timelines 

defined for approvals
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Challenge 5: 
All health and 

Nutrient's claim need 
prior approval 
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Appreciate FSSAI for the efforts in streamlining the 
process but a lot more to be done ……

THANKS 


